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The principal conundrum facing us at this time,
and thousands of other traders and investors is to
figure out whether the bottom is in, or whether we
continue on down from here. In last weekend's
Gold and Silver Market updates, we came down
on the side of the bottom being in for reasons that
we are going to review again today, and in the
Financial Armageddon article we looked at the
worst case scenario where the bottom is not in, at
least for PM stocks, which would be what would
could result if Europe falls apart in coming
months.

You will recall that we have opined in the past that Europe's state of extreme
crisis could be eased, at least temporarily, if they would only stop bickering and
get on and print money, in the style of the US, and kick the can down the road
in time honored style. If they do in fact do this, and the US continues to as well,
then the current deflationary scare would ease, and markets could recover and
of course gold and silver could resume the upward path. In respect to this the
following comments by a subscriber, Jeff, are of interest...

"Remember the game's fundamentals. Bankster-leftists are in charge.
(Goldman-Sachs were Obama's number one donors. Big Government and Big
Banking, working together.) THEY WANT TO PRINT MONEY. They allow
these market crash / "deflation" scares to happen periodically (if indeed they
don't engineer them), as a way to gain political cover for printing more money.
Right now, the market is rising on new-ish Bernanke promises to "do more to
help the economy". I don't know if this is a reversal or just noise, but it
highlights my point. Do NOT expect a full, 2008-or-worse style of crash. It will
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only happen if the bankster-leftists think it's needed to overcome political (Tea
Party) resistance to more QE. They hope it won't be necessary - they hope to be
able to announce (or at least implement) more QE very soon. That's why you
see the bullish COT on PMs, and bearish on the dollar."

If Jeff is right and they don't feel the need to go the whole distance with a
full-on 2008 style deflationary scare to squash resistance to QE, and Europe
avoids meltdown and papers over the cracks with its own QE program, then we
are looking at a bottom for the Precious Metals sector right here and now, and
as you know there are technical indications that the sector has indeed
bottomed.

Let's now review the charts again in the light of these observations and what we
discussed in the Financial Armageddon article.
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On the silver chart we can see that the plunge in silver was extraordinarily
severe, and raises the possibility that the current holding pattern might be a
bear Flag, which would be bad news indeed for anyone long, as if it is a Flag
then another severe downleg can be expected to occur within weeks. However,
there are two important factors which indicate that it is not a Flag, and that
silver bottomed just above $26 on Monday of last week. One is that a giant
"Dragonfly Doji" candlestick showed up on that day which is normally strongly
bullish and calls for reversal. The Dragonfly Doji is a variant of the "bull
hammer" where the open and close are at the same point at the high of the
session, and it is even more bullish than a hammer. The other indication is the
last COT chart that we looked at at the weekend, which is extraordinarily
bullish, even taking into account the raising of margin requirements which has
resulted in some distortion. In addition gold`s drop halted at the tradional
place for a correction to end - at support above its 200-day moving average. For
all these reasons there is considered to be a much better than even chance that
silver is bottoming here. A big reason for the severity of the plunge in silver is
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believed to be that small speculators, egged on by cheerleaders, had racked up a
very high level of leveraged positions, and Big Money, having access to this
data, simply put the squeeze on them to drive them out of their positions at
knockdown prices as they were forced to disgorge by margin calls.

If a bottom is forming in silver here, then it makes sense for us to start looking
at silver stocks to buy, which is what we are going to do. We have time, as the
damage to sentiment occasioned by the plunge means that it will probably be 2
or 3 weeks before any significant rally can gain traction. This should give us
time to make our selections, but also time to see if the pattern in silver develops
in a satisfactory manner.
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